in such cases with the purer and more disinterested desire to be useful, will hardly be doubted, and can scarcely be blamed. Whatever the motive, the public are at least the gainers by their labours, and we receive them with pleasure and thankfulness. The second class comprehends those few, unfortunately but necessarily few, whose days have been passed in an incessant career of active practice, and who, towards the evening of life, endeavour to render an equivalent for the public estimation they enjoy, and the honorable distinction which they have acquired amongst their professional brethren, by dedicating their brief space of repose to a review of their past labours, in order that, by collecting the fruits of a long life of experience, they may leave behind them a legacy as valuable to the rising generation as their active and skilful exertions were beneficial to their contemporaries.
We are sorry we cannot include Dr. Parrish amongst this class of authors, without certain limitations. His years, his extensive experience, and, above all, his disinterested motives, well entitle him to be received into such a fellowship; and we can only regret that, with such advantages before him, and with views so evidently philanthropic, he should have fallen so short of the object it was doubtless his intention to accomplish. He In speaking of femoral hernia, the author asserts that the edge of Gimbernat's ligament is the cause of stricture. This doctrine is certainly in accordance with a rather favorite notion which formerly prevailed among surgeons, and we believe is still partially current abroad; but the only foundation for Dr. Parrish's belief seems to be the fact, that, when on different occasions he had introduced his finger (in the dead subject) from the groin, through the crural ring into the abdomen, and then carried it inwards towards the pubes, it " hitched" upon Gimbernat's ligament, and was with difficulty withdrawn. No one will dispute the truth of the details of this experiment, but the inference which the author draws from it respecting the seat of stricture is, to say the least, somewhat gratuitous. 
